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sesses previous training as well as my personal confidence,
but at the same time still has scruples. If he wishes
it, I will enter the Assembly to-morrow; if he does not,
we must wait and find some one else. Go over to Berlin
and stir up Manteuffel.' This succeeded, after I had talked
it into him from nine o'clock till midnight, had undertaken
to inform his wife at Potsdam of it, and had explained to
him the measures taken in the theatre and its neighbour-
hood for the personal security of the ministers.

Early in the morning of November 9, General von
Strotha, who had been appointed War Minister, came to
me, sent by Brandenburg, in order to have the situation
made clear to him. I did that as well as I could, and
asked: * Are you ready?' He answered with the rejoin-
der : ' What dress has been decided upon ?' ' Civilian
dress/ I replied ' That I don't possess,' said he. I pro-
vided him with a hired servant, and luckily, before the
appointed hour, a suit was hunted up at a tailor's. Vari-
ous measures had been taken for the security of the min-
isters. First of all, in the theatre itself, besides a strong
posse of police, about thirty of the best shots in the light
infantry battalions of the guard were so disposed that they
could appear in the body of the house and the galleries at
a given signal; they were unerring marksmen, and could
cover the ministers with their muskets if they were actu-
ally threatened. It was assumed that at the first shot all
who were present would speedily vacate the body of the
house. Corresponding precautions were taken at the win-
dows of the theatre, and at various buildings in the Gens-
darmenmarkt, in order to protect the ministers from any
possible hostile attack as they left the theatre; it was
assumed that even large masses, meeting there, would
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